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EDMO BELUX is the Belgian and Luxembourgish hub for research on digital media and
disinformation (EDMO BELUX). It brings together an experienced and extensive network of fact-
checkers, media, disinformation analysts, media literacy organisations and academics to detect,
analyse and expose emerging harmful disinformation campaigns. Through rapid alerts in the
network, fact checks and investigative reporting will reach first responders to disinformation
(media, civil society, government) in order to minimize the impact of disinformation campaigns.
In addition, through media literacy campaigns, EDMO BELUX will raise awareness and build
resilience among citizens and media to combat disinformation. Finally, the hub will embed its
disinformation monitoring, analysis and awareness into a multidisciplinary research framework
on the impact of disinformation and platform responses on democratic processes.

Within EDMO BELUX, the research pillar of the hub aims at assessing the impact of
disinformation and disinformation responses.




Which citizens are most susceptible to disinformation that is spread
online? In this report, we investigate patterns of susceptibility to
disinformation amongst citizens from Flanders, the largest region of
Belgium. First, we consider to what extent citizens’ socio-
demographic characteristics and socio-political attitudes help us
understand which citizens are more (or less) likely to believe false
claims. Second, we zoom in on the effect of exposure to
disinformation online: to what extent does exposure to disinformation
online lead citizens to increasingly believe these false claims? Our
findings indicate that especially citizens who get their information
through online channels such as news aggregators tend to have both
higher exposure to, and belief in, disinformation. Relatedly, younger
citizens tend to attribute greater credibility to disinformation, as do
citizens that self-position on the right of the political spectrum. We
also find strong evidence that those citizens who believe general
conspiracy theories, have a high propensity to also fall for specific
disinformation campaigns. Moreover, our experimental evidence
finds that exposure to social media messages containing
disinformation increases citizens’ belief in the disinformation, which
is worrisome. We also demonstrate that warning messages
implemented by social media platforms only partially mitigate the
impact of disinformation campaigns.



